
1880-1899

1873

Established the Bentonville Municipal Airport Commission 
and named the airport after aviation pioneer and 
Bentonville resident Louise M. Thaden.

Bentonville advanced to a city of the First Class.

Established the �ve-member Parks and Recreation 
Commission with the authority to build and manage 
facilities for parks and recreation. 

Population �rst exceeded 5,000 with the 1970 U.S. Census 
count of 5,508.

Bentonville Public Library moved into the �rst �oor of the 
Massey Building where it remained for the next 27 years 
before opening at its current location in 2006.

City begins utility relocation to prepare for the widening of 
Hwy 71, also know as Walton Blvd.

City purchased its �rst computer, an IBM System 32.

1980 U.S. Census reported an o�cial popualtion count of 
8,756.

Bentonville joined Rogers, Fayetteville, Siloam Springs and 
Springdale in creating a Northwest Arkansas Regional 
Airport Authority to construct what is now the Northwest 
Arkansas National Airport in High�ll.

Constructed the current Police Department facility located 
on SW 14th St.

New Main Fire Station opened at SW 8th St. and SW A St., 
relocating from the previous location which is now 
redeveloped into the Downtown Activity Center on SW A St. 
that opened in 2011.

Bentonville opened its �rst dog park (also the �rst in 
Northwest Arkansas), Bentonville Bark Park, which began as 
a Girl Scout Gold Award project for Bentonville resident 
Melissa Shube.

Lawrence Plaza Opens named after Mayor Ernie Lawrence 
who served from 1971-1975.

Opened the 83,000 square foot Bentonville Community 
Center with indoor pools, gyms, meeting rooms, and 
exercise studios.

Opened the $26 million Municipal Building now home to the 
Electric Water, Tra�c, Streets, Engineering and Warehousing 

Population of Bentonville �rst exceeded 50,000 with the 
o�cial U.S. Census 2020 count of 53,164.

The value of all building permits in a single year exceeded $1 
billion for the �rst time.
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Bentonville incorporated as a municipality.

U.S. Census reported a Bentonville population of 696 in 
1880.

First ordinance adopted in 1886 to prohibit disturbing the 
peace. The city would adopt 23 ordinances that year 
compared to 259 adopted in 2022. 

Established a Water Works Improvement District to provide 
water service. 

City approves construction of a city-owned electric light 
plant.

Bentonville advanced to a city of the Second Class and 
established four voting wards.

City leases what is now known as Park Springs Park to W. A. 
Burks to develop a lake with hotel and boarding houses. The 
lease was released in 1938.

City approved construction of the Arkansas Northwestern 
Railroad Co.

City of Bentonville Police Department established, initially 
called the “O�ce of Watch.” 

Established Sewer Improvement District No. 1 to construct 
and maintain a system of sanitary sewers.

Formally established the City of Bentonville Fire Department 
(previously the Joe S. Stevenson Hose Company) consisting 
of 16 members.

Permission granted to C.O. Moors to construct a system of 
gas mains, pipes, conduits and feeders to supply natural gas 
for light, fuel, power and heat 

Renamed city streets to the current system of numbers and 
letters with Main St. separating east-west and Central Ave. 
separating north-south.

The Allen D. Clark Library located in the basement of the First 
Presbyterian Church was incorporated as the Bentonville 
City Library.

Bentonville �rst began requiring building permits for new 
and remodel construction of all structures.

Constructed the Bentonville Wastewater Treatment Facility.

The city borrowed $10,000 from City National Bank to 
complete the construction of Bates Memorial Hospital which 
was named after Ellen T. Bates who bequest portions of the 
property for hospital purposes.

Established the Planning Commission consisting of 12 
members to comprehensively study future growth and 
prepare a master street plan.

Adopted the city’s �rst zoning regulations and created the 
Board of Zoning Adjustment. This �rst zoning ordinance had 
10 zoning districts and today there are 22.
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