


Arkansas’ state flower is the Apple Blossom. By 1900, it is estimated that around 
40,000 acres of apple orchards were established across Benton County, making it one 

of the largest apple-producing counties in the US. 

Visit www.bentonvil le150.com for more information about the 150th celebration.



B E N T O N V I L L E

C I T Y  H A L L

Bentonville was 
incorporated as a 

municipality in 1873.

Our population first exceeded 
5,000 with the 1970 U.S. 

Census count.



Bentonville’s water system was established in 1896.
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Hotel Massey

In 1977, Jim Walton and 
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Walton 

purchased the Historic Massey 
Hotel with plans to move 

Bentonville Public Library 
(BPL) to the first floor.  After 

extensive renovations and 
restorations, the Library 

opened its doors on November 
11, 1979, and the grand old 
space was BPL’s home for 

nearly 27 years.  



When the new 38,500 SF building opened at 405 South Main Street, Bentonville Public Library became a des-
tination place in downtown Bentonville.  Paying homage to its historical roots at the Massey, Bentonville Public 
Library's design features red brick, a grand veranda with signature columns. and a lovely fireplace area inside.  

To meet the needs of a growing community, BPL is expanding its downtown location!  Plans to add 22,750 SF to the 
facility, plus renovations in key areas, will integrate several amenities to expand core library services and provide new 
offerings.  The Library will break ground in the spring of 2023; the grand opening is anticipated in summer 2024.
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In 1951 the Bentonville airport was named after Louise McPhetridge Thaden who was born in Bentonville on 
November 12, 1905. She was an aviation pioneer and set the women's altitude record, solo endurance record, 
and speed record in the late 1920s. She was the most famous female American aviator of her time, only after 

Amelia Earhart.

Louise earned her pilot's certificate in 1928: number 850, signed by Orville Wright. She co-founded, with 
Earhart, the Ninety-Nines, an international organization for female pilots.



Maverick is our airport celebrity. 
This 3-year-old border collie 
works with Officer Robin Fields to 
help control the geese population at 
the airport. He is a main attraction 
for school tours and visitors.



In 1902, Bentonville approved the construction 
of an electric light plant  to be owned by the city. 



120 years. later the Bentonville Electric Utilities 
installs and maintains safe and reliable power 

to the residents of Bentonville.

120 years later, the Bentonville Electric Utilities Department 
(BEUD) installs and maintains safe and reliable power 

to the residents of Bentonville.



The Bentonville Fire Department’s 1935 Model Ford went through a 
complete frame-off refurbish in 2009.

You can now see this fire truck in person at Fire Station 1 
at  800 SW A Street!
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Today, our fire department serves the entire community of over 50,000 residents with 
their seven fire stations strategically placed throughout the city of Bentonville.  



POLICE

The Bentonville Police Department was first called 
“Office of Watch” and was formed in 1916. 
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Today, the City of Bentonville Police Department watches 
over a community of more than 50,000 residents. The 
Police Department has a 130 member staff. Included in 

this staff are 92 sworn officers, 25 telecommunicators, and 
13 professional staff members.  



Today’s Downtown Activity Center sits on the site of Bentonville’s former Fire Department 
Station 1. When constructing the Downtown Activity Center, they paid homage to the fire 
station by designing the building with a signature, fire station-style bell tower and overall 

look and feel of a historic fire station. Large studio windows at the front of the building were 
previously firehouse doors. The facility is in close proximity to the Bentonville Square, 
representing the hub of activity for residents and visitors alike – both then and now.



BENTONVILLE PARKS & RECREATION215 SW A STREET

Bentonville Parks & Recreation’s mission is To Enrich Lives Through Recreation, Leisure, and 
Culture. They do this by providing over 1,000 acres of park land, 22 parks, 85 miles of 
trails, facilities including the Bentonville Community Center, Downtown Activity Center, 
Lawrence Plaza, and the Melvin Ford Aquatic Center, and over 140 programs annually 
including the Run Bentonville Half Marathon, Square 2 Square Bike Ride, Evening at 
Orchards Park Independence Day Celebration, youth and adult sports and enrichment 
programs and much more. 
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The Train Depot was originally built in 1925 and acted as a branch of the St. 
Louis-San Francisco Railway Co that connected to Rogers. Today, the train’s 
caboose sits outside the Bentonville History Museum at 416 S Main Street. 



Today, there are many 
ways to travel around 

Bentonville. From driving 
to walking and even 

exploring the town by 
bike in the Mountain 
Biking Capital of the 

World, Bentonville is a 
great place to explore. 



The 150th logo pulls together significant elements that help define 
the history, small-town feel, and culture that is Bentonville. Three 
key elements are represented in the 150-year history of our town.
1. A historical item: The state flower, the Apple Blossom. 

Arkansas was at one time in its history a prime producer of 
apples. A nursery was established in 1836 to meet the state’s 
need for apple trees. By 1900 it is estimated that around 
40,000 acres of apple orchards were established across 
Benton County, making it one of the largest apple-producing 
counties in the United States. 

2. A prominent landmark: The Bentonville water tower near the 
square is one of the most prominent landmarks in Downtown 
Bentonville. Of course, being vital to the city’s water system, 
this water tower represents the small-town feel of our 
downtown area.

3. A key cultural symbol: Bentonville has become synonymous 
around the world with establishing itself as a cycling 
destination. The spokes and mountain bike tire serve as 
representation to the over 181 miles of dedicated trail across 
Bentonville and the neighboring cities in the county. These 
trails have become a key cultural and economic driver and 
represent the strong recreational quality of life that thrives in 
Bentonville.


